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Staff & PGR Template
Participant Information Sheet
1. Research Project Title
Research Project Title: Increasing Eyewitness Identification Accuracy in Line-ups Using 3D Interactive Virtual Reality
2. Background, aims of project:
You are invited to participate in a research study that involves making cognitive judgments about videos in Virtual Reality. We ask that you read this form and ask any questions you may have before agreeing to be in the study. The purpose of this study is to learn more about eyewitness memory in virtual reality.
This research aims to explore novel methods of improving eye-witness identification. New advances in 3D technology and virtual reality (VR) will be implemented to line-ups in order to increase witness ID accuracy. New line-up procedures will allow witnesses to rotate 3D faces and VR will allow them to be viewed in different angles, overcoming common errors seen in 2D line-ups often used by police and allow for a comparison between those standard 2D photospread line-ups in VR allowing faces to be viewed in 3D from different angles and perspectives. Each line-up will contain either a set of photos or a set of VR images and participants will be asked to identify from those line-ups the perpetrator a simulated crime they observed.  
You will receive this same information sheet if you attend the lab portion of this experiment to read again. You will be asked to sign a separate consent form on that occasion.  
3. Why have I been invited to take part?

You have been invited to participate because: you are age 18+ with normal or corrected-to-normal vision, intact depth perception and colour vision, and no history of significant motion sickness, active nausea/vomiting,  epilepsy, or psychosis (If you do not meet any of these criteria, please let us know and do not continue with the experiment).
This experiment is part of a larger collaborative project involving academics and practitioners from the United Kingdom (University of Birmingham, University of Stirling), Canada (University of Victoria), and Germany (the Max Planck Institute for Human Cognitive and Brain Sciences, and Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin) in order to learn more about eyewitness memory in virtual reality.

4. Do I have to take part?
No. Your participation in this study is voluntary. You may refuse to take part in the research or exit the study at any time without penalty by closing the browser or asking to withdraw when in person. You are free to decline to answer any question for any reason – and a ‘prefer not to answer’ response option has also been included. You may only take part in the experiment once.  

You have the right to withdraw without having to provide an explanation, and without consequence. You are also free to skip any questions that you do not want to answer. If you withdraw from the study, you will receive the full compensation, and your data will be deleted. If you decide that you would like to withdraw your data after participating in the study, you can contact the principal investigator within 72 hours of participation and we will delete all your data from the set.

5. What will happen if I take part?

If you agree to be in this study, we would ask you to do the following things:
In the first, online portion of this experiment you will complete a number of online cognitive tasks assessing memory and perception. In addition to these cognitive tasks, we will ask you some questions about yourself including age, gender, race/ethnicity. In the second, in-person portion of this experiment, (conducted at a separate time of your choosing after the first portion), you will first complete some basic vision tests (colour vision, visual acuity, and 3D vision). During the experiment, you will view a video or interactive environment via a virtual head-mounted display. The video or interactive environment will depict a simulated non-violent criminal event, and you will later be asked questions about that event. Prior to this portion, we will conduct a brief virtual reality familiarisation phase so you will be accustomed to the technology. These questions may include ratings, judgments, and comparisons. 

We expect that each portion (in-person and online) may take up to 90 minutes each.


6. Are there any potential risks in taking part?

The study involves the following foreseeable risks: Even if you do not have a history of epilepsy or active nausea/vomiting, you may experience some motion sickness and/or eyestrain from the virtual reality head-mounted display. Before starting the first portion of the experiment, we will conduct a brief virtual reality familiarisation phase to determine whether you are likely to experience adverse effects. In order to prevent the risk of infectious disease, the equipment that you will use is sanitized after every session.

Otherwise, the study involves minimal risks, such as eyestrain from a computer or sitting in a fixed position of a chair. However, these risks are no more than what you would experience in everyday life.




7. Are there any benefits in taking part?

The benefits to participation are: After completing the study, you will have the opportunity to learn more about our research on memory, perception, and cognition in virtual reality. This research also has the potential to provide new evidence and advance debates in the psychology of memory and perception, and has the potential to provide insights for real-world practitioners who are interested in applications of virtual reality to eyewitness memory.

Participants will either take part as a course credit (Psychology students in years 1 and 2 are taking part in research as a part of their course) or at the departmental rate of £7.50 per hour for everyone else in a form of a gift card. Students will be able to choose whether they would prefer to participate for course credit or reimbursement (but not both).

8. What happens to the data I provide? 

As part of the experiment, you will generate a personalized ID number that we will use to (a) link the data between the in-person and online portions of the experiments, and (b) allow us to delete your data should you choose to withdraw from the study after you participate. However, neither this ID number or the data will include any information that could be used to personally identify you. Although the experimenter will know your name and student number, this information will not be recorded in our data.

Anonymized data will be stored on University of Stirling Sharepoint and on Max Planck internal Institute server for a minimum of 10 years. University of Stirling contracts department was satisfied that due to the anonymized data and no personal information being collected, there is no need for a DPIA. Data will be labelled only with an arbitrary code number (not your name or student number). Your raw data will be shared with our international collaborators. However, these data will not contain any information that could be used to identify you, and will be shared using a secure, encrypted file-sharing service (Keeper, hosted at the Max Planck Institute) that is only accessible by research team members. Similarly, anonymous processed versions of the data will also be stored online at the Open Science Framework (osf.io) website, where they can be accessed by anyone interested in examining those data. Note that those public data will not include information that identifies you.

The research team works to ensure confidentiality to the degree permitted by technology. The cognitive tasks in the online portion of the study will be presented online using Testable (https://www.testable.org). All data submitted to Testable, and all results data collected through Testable experiments or surveys is stored on GDPR-compliant, secure servers in Germany, provided by Hetzner GmbH. It is possible, although unlikely, that unauthorized individuals could gain access to your responses in this portion of the experiment because you are responding online. However, Testable will not collect any personally identifying information (e.g., IP address) beyond the basic questions about you that we ask (e.g., age, gender), and you are free to skip those questions if you do not wish to answer them. Otherwise, your participation in this online survey involves risks similar to a person’s everyday use of the internet. 


9. Future uses of the data
Due to the nature of this research, it is very likely that other researchers may find the data to be useful in answering other research questions. We will ask for your explicit consent for your data to be shared in this way and, if you agree, we will ensure that the data collected is untraceable back to you before letting others use it. 

10. Will the research be published?
Participants will receive no feedback on their performance, but they will be advised that the project is likely to result in publications which will be open- access for them to read. 
Knowledge will be disseminated among students and early career researchers by means of internships, student theses, and teaching. We will create materials (e.g., flyers, demo videos), participate in public outreach events (e.g., the “Long Night of the Sciences” in Berlin and Leipzig, the ESRC Festival of Social Science in the UK), and maintain a digital representation via social media (e.g., Twitter, Instagram) and the institutional websites. 
Knowledge gains will be distributed to the scientific community by means of scientific articles in leading international peer-reviewed journals and attendant conference contributions. There will be continuous knowledge exchange, by all partners, with law enforcement within and across countries, as well as within and across relevant academic fields to ensure optimal distribution of the research findings.
The investigators will liaise closely with the Advisory Board with membership composed of police and security professionals who will be end users of the research. This will maximize the real-world applicability and to discuss results, as well as enable us to disseminate our findings to police where the advantage of 3D interactive line-ups may be eventually adopted as a standard procedure.
The University of Stirling is committed to making the outputs of research publicly accessible and supports this commitment through our online open access repository STORRE. Unless funder/publisher requirements prevent us this research will be publicly disseminated through our open access repository. 

11. Who is organising and funding the research?
ESRC Open Research Area is funding this research.

12. Who has reviewed this research project?
The ethical approaches of this project have been approved via The University of Stirling NHS, Invasive & Clinical Research Ethics Committee.

You have the right to request to see a copy of the information we hold about you and to request corrections or deletions of the information that is no longer required.  

You have the right to withdraw from this project at any time without giving reasons and without consequences to you.  You also have the right to object to us processing relevant personal data however, please note that once the data are being analysed and/or results published it may not be possible to remove your data from the study.

13. Who do I contact if I have concerns about this study or I wish to complain?

If you have any concerns or questions about this study, you may contact the Dr. Anna Bobak (a.k.bobak@stir.ac.uk) who is overseeing the project at the University of Stirling. Alternatively, you may contact Professor. Paul Dudchenko (Head of Psychology) in case of complaint.
You have the right to lodge a complaint against the University regarding data protection issues with the Information Commissioner’s Office (https://ico.org.uk/concerns/).
The University’s Data Protection Officer is Joanna Morrow, Deputy Secretary.  If you have any questions relating to data protection these can be addressed to data.protection@stir.ac.uk in the first instance.

You will be given a copy of this information sheet to keep.

Thank you for your participation.
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